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0 Soviet Contact With Radio Liberty Employees 

ACTION REQUIRED - REFERENCES 

1* A copy of the attached self explanatory letter was received from the 
Madrid representative of Radio Liberty on 9 April 1970* The Madrid representative 
confessed to a certain uneasiness regarding the developments cited in the letter 
but stated that he did not believe RL's employees could be restricted in their 
personal off-duty contacts* 

3 ::pressed its concern over these developments and pointed 
out to % the Madrid representative that Radio Liberty and its personnel were 
certainly a prime target of the Soviet services* It accordingly should be 
assumed that the Soviets would seek to exploit these contacts with RL 
personnel to their advantage* Such exploitation could run from simple elicitation 
of information regarding RL and its personnel to subversion or recruitment of RL 
personnel — and conceivably even sabotage* 



3. Noting that the Gerona police had not received the requested guidance 
from the Madrid police and noting that RL in Spain depends upon the Ministry of 
Information and Tourism,^ - 3 ,n recOTnmen ^ e ^ t0 the Madrid representative 

that he bring this problem to the attention of the Ministry, suggesting that the 
Ministry would wish to consult the police regarding these developments* 
Anticipating that some of the RL employees might invite Soviets to the jsite or 
that the Soviets might seek to visit the site on their own initiative,^ 

I 'jfurther recommended that the manager of the station immediately ” inform 

^fhe employees that Soviets would not be admitted to the station* The Madrid 
representative accepted both recommendations and said he would act on them 
promptly* 



4. It is presumed that RL Headquarters or RL Munich will, if they have not 
done so already, provide further guidance to the local RL on this matter. A ny 
g uidance which Headquarters may wish to pass to the Madrid representative^ 

^will be welcome* 



5* If you are not already in touch with) 

it is recommended you contact horn to keep an eye on developments a 1 
guidance* 
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Playa de Pa la 

7 April 1970 

Mr# Andre Yudigaroff 
Aoolstant to tho President 
Radio Liberty Cbnoitvoo* loo* 

30 Boot 42od T Street 
Row Toxic* Ho w York 



Door Andro* 



On 13 Maroh a Soviet cargo ship carrying a load of wood for a 
Corona palpor fhotoxy arrived In Falamos *end remained until tho 
19th# Luring the course of ito stay tho crow enjoyed tho relaxed 
and hoopltablo policy adopted by the Spanish officials and had 
voay considerable oantaot aohoro and to a lessor extent aboard 
tho ship with the Russlaa-spooklng employees of our Program Coor- 
dination Lopartoont# 

Ono individual in particular* Victor Sipnldovich, want on o kind 
of ©notional binge, inviting the orowmo tibora to his hona, drink- 
ing excessively with them in looal barn and, finally* seeing tho 
boat off with a omll gift for oaoh of tho 25 monbars of tho crow# 
Anorioo t'bmondos aloo had thorn to hia homo in Palonos and Consuolo 
Arguolloo brought a omll group of thorn a it far oa LLafranoh in bar 
oar, driven by hor huaband, Arturo Diaz del Real, a member of our 
technical staff# 

Although in on intorviow with mo aftor tho ship sailed Sionldovlch 
at first admitted that tho orow learned hia full mm and where ho 
works and then tried to convince mo that that vast not tho case* one 
of tho other omployooe, the repatriate dost Colasaxt, stated that 
queries put to him by the crew whon he approached tho ship revealed 

that they had obtained said datch f 

* .• ’ 

Slonklovloh adviced mo Ship was on its way and this was 

o on finned with tho arrival yesterday, d April, of the oano. The pre- 
vious evening 1 had briefed Max Holla* who had arrived from Paris* on 
tho situation# % spool fio oonooxn in so far as Max was involved was 
that nothing bo dono wliioh might cause embarrassment to our host gov- 
ernment# Through Fernando Friol I had in the meantime attempted to 
dotorroine what tho Spanish official position is to bo in those matters# 
The Go room police ohiof was advised of the contacts that our people 
had had, tho complete liborty of movement tint tho Soviets had enjoyed, 
eto# Friol, in Mo oapaoity as a member ef tho Spanish police, suggested 
that greater vigilance be affcided'.to the movoaonts of those people but 
not in the form of a request from HL because 1 did not want us to have • 
made a recommendation counter ter what might turn out to be tho official, 
considered policy of tho government# The Corona police roquootod Madrid 
for guidance but .have been greeted with total silence, ovon as late as 
today following their report to Madrid that the second ship has arrived#. 




Tho seoond part of try briefing of Max consisted of filling him in on the 
various shades of political difforonoo among our Russian-speaking poav 
sonnol# 1 was oooistod in this by Paul North, who aocotapaniod eo to the 
mooting with Max on G unday# Max oamo out to tho station yesterday and 
debriefed Arguolloo and Fomandoa# Nhon ho mot with Olcnkiovoioh Inter 
in the day, for the latter was off and had to bo advised by special moss- 
anger to moot Rolls in Palanos, Gionkiovioh bad already mads oontaot with 
the new ship and was in a bit of a hurry beoauaa ho and the captain and 
first maid woro to meet for drinks shogflfc. thereafter# 
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SionldLovloh adviced Max that tbp 'two chips hod oat in Gibraltar 
after the first ono sailed and that thd -eooond ship was, cOTCoquontly, 
bxiofod on the rather interesting experience of the first* Max le 
quite anxious to exploit those oon tacts and has, apparently, cone to 
tho oonoluoion that Slonkiovloh ie his boot bet for tho purposes* 

Max called Paul Worth thla morning bo fore looking for Baroolowa and 
Pails to coy tfcai ha not with Sionkiovich this morning end, together, 
not tho captain and first offieor* Max had specifically told no that 
ho would not make any ouch contact* Bo atatod that ho thought it would 
bo a good idoa if Sionkiovioh oould got aboard to attend a dlnnor party 
end roooasondod that wo intervene to got tho Marino Commandant to ohango 
his orders in thla rospoat* X have decided not to do so ainoo X do not 
fool that Kb should at tills time take cuch a positive official stop un- 
til both wo and the Spanish have had a chanoo to digest this matter more 
thoroughly. Priol advises do that his polioo sourooc hevo aokod him to 
bo tholr cyoo and earn nnd that they are particularly doairous of getting 
feedback: on life in the US8B. , 

It Is our undorotending that tho irood la of Swedish origin, bought from 
a Finnish company which, ih turn, contracted tho transportation out to 
the Soviets* The firct ship is from Tallinn and X hzvro a copy of the 
nanifoet* I don’t yet Jkjvo details cn tho scocnd but I believe I will 
bo able to koep getting oopioc of tho crow non! font. Tho first chip 
brought 1500 tons of wood as has the second* X understand that the total 
order oonolst^^of 15,000 tons oo at the present into there could be a 
total of chips involved* It io reported that tho .Tapaaoso are 

also in tho bidding so it remains to bo soon how many acre Soviet chips 
will come. Tho prospect of tooro ships is tho reason why I have at thin 
point votoad the idea of Sionkiovioh getting on board tho present chip. 
(While I was writing thin ho called Fried. her© in office. The latter 
has agreed with at? hcri to intervene to get Sionkiovich cn board. AooojM/^ 6 
to Sionldevich, who is pron^iring J«. this respect because ho Steels that 
ho has a mandate frets Molls (who gave Me seme money for hie orew-ontor- 
tainmant activities), the crow states that they have a radio cn board with 
which they aro in constant contact or direct oentaot, rather, with Lenltt* 
grad. Sionkiovich is trying to oonvioo us that his getting on beard will 
result in come kind of information-nEjathering inspection of ouch radio 
equipment, to HL’s benefit, but he is not a teohniolaa.) 

X om trying to balance security common sense and thG very explicit man- 
date I received from Mr. Sergeant when I oaoe on board (Kb, not the chip) 
to net do anything to disturb our relations with tho Spanish -ovemmont} 
on tho ono hand, with the needs and mission of the Cotamifctoa,ca the other. 
X have little control ever the private activities of our employees end 
have not issued any clear orders in that respect, even as a bluff, bo cause 
of tho ombivalonoo of the local official position so X would very much, 
appreciate your guidance and instructions. Many possibilities present 
themselves in this, for uo, rather unusual chain of events* Who knows but 
that wo may wind up with a dofootor cn our hands? X presume that wo would 
want to remain in tho background of any events that might reach tho news- 
papers, io that not correct? 

Hoping to hoar from you and with tho pro al eo to koep you informed, 



oc. Koosro. Iknmio & Burgenor 
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Patrick ?* Moado 
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